
Reading and writing occupies a 

central space in much  online 

education.  Indeed, Haitch sug-

gests that online education may 

actually provide a means of im-

proving student’s reading and 

writing skills. 

 

The second factor for Haitch was 

his own experience of online 

learning as a student, an experi-

ence that Haitch recommends to 

all faculty who teach online. 

Haitch describes how he initially 

took up arms against online learn-

ing as a student, posting a pro-

vocative message “Luddites unite”, 

and provoking a lively discussion 

with fellow students.   By the end 

of the course, however, Haitch 

realized in his own words, that he 

had “won the battle but lost the 

war.” In reflecting on his online 

learning experience he says: 

“Critical thinking, serious and 

playful discussion, emotional and 

intellectual interaction—all these 

things were experienced in an 

online environment, and sustained 

over the space of days, not limited 

to an hour of class time.” (cont.p2) 

It seems to me that we sometimes 

think of distance or online learn-

ing as a second best approach to 

teaching and learning, or perhaps 

even as a necessary evil of the 

current educational climate.   

 

I recently read an article by Russell 

Haitch, of Bethany Theological 

Seminary in the US, which ad-

dresses this issue.  Haitch de-

scribes his own journey from 

“critic and self professed techno-

logical luddite” to  a realization 

that there is much to be gained 

from distance learning. 

 

Haitch describes how he was 

asked to convert subjects he had 

previously taught in a face-face 

context into online subjects.  He 

describes his initial acute aware-

ness of the disadvantages of online 

learning: “There was no white-

board.  I could not look into the 

eyes of perplexed students and 

offer my reassuring smile. I teach 

in the  seminary that stresses the 

importance of the gathered com-

munity, but we felt scattered in 

cyberspace.”  

More significantly , for Haitch, 

there were pedagogical and theo-

logical issues with distance learn-

ing that troubled him.  Being 

aware of scholarship that stressed 

the importance of embodiment in 

education, he wondered whether a 

lot of potential for learning is lost 

when bodies are absent.  The 

significance of  incarnational the-

ology for teaching was another-

question for Haitch.  And so, he 

says: “I entered distance education 

through a cloud of suspicion”. 

 

Haitch goes on to describe several 

factors that enabled him to move 

from suspicion to appreciation of 

the value of distance learning. 

 

The first was what he calls 

“common sense”. In reflecting on 

his own learning he realized that 

much of it had taken place 

through a process of reading and 

writing.  Even as a student attend-

ing lectures, much of his under-

standing came through a 

“communion with the saints” as he 

read, thought and wrote about the 

works of various theologians.  

Is distance learning  a good way to learn theology? 

Spotlight on Resources: New Edna Group on Virtual Learning  

Virtual learning and virtual worlds—could these be used in theological education? 

Could virtual worlds be useful for practicing skills such as preaching or counseling, or for learning through role 

plays and case studies. 

If thoughts like these have ever crossed your mind, 

then you might be interested in a new group recently 

launched on the Edna website: (www.edna.edu.au). 

The group is called “Digital & Virtual Environments in 

Learning & Teaching”. Open to anyone to join, this 

online community will consider the implementation 

of virtual environments and related technologies in 

learning and teaching, and particularly in professional 

learning. 
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Third, Haitch describes how his 

reappraisal of scripture helped 

him to appreciate distance learn-

ing.  Picking up on the Apostle 

Paul’s phrase in  1 Cor 5:3 “absent 

in body but present in spirit”, 

Haitch suggests that  the spirit, or 

the human capacity for  relation-

ality, is what is most significant in 

learning.  “Is not quality of rela-

tionality, more than physical 

proximity, what matters most in 

teaching and learning?” he asks.  

Just as it is quite possible to be 

present in body, sitting in a class, 

but absent in spirit, it is also 

possible, Haitch suggests, to 

traverse all sorts of distance in 

spirit—emotional distance, cul-

tural distance, gender distance, 

historical distance. In this sense, 

he concludes, “all learning is 

distance learning.”  Teachers 

always need to find ways to 

bridge the gap, to communicate 

with students. 

 

Haitch goes on to add that he 

believes that the bible supports a 

Trinitarian, relational under-

standing of the nature of human-

ity— not just body and spirit, but 

body, soul, and spirit.  A dualistic 

view of humanity (body/soul, 

mind/body) can lead us in the 

wrong direction.  It can lead us, 

for example, to be suspicious of 

distance education because the 

body is absent.   Haitch suggests 

that this view shortchanges our 

capacity to compose bodies 

imaginatively from past stimuli:; 

“creating a classroom in cyber-

space”. 

 

Haitch explains that his experi-

ences as both distance teacher 

and learner, and his reappraisal of 

his theological anthropology have 

led him to conclude: “an anthro-

pology that honours the human 

capacity for relationality, and that 

recognizes how all learning in-

volves a distance to be traversed, 

can help us see the promises as 

well as the pitfalls of distance 

learning technology.” 

 

Russell Haitch teaches at Bethany 

Theological Seminary in Indiana.  

His article is presented as one of 

five case studies in the following 

article: Delamarter. S., Alanís. J., 

Haitch. R., Hoffman. M.V., Jones. 

A.W., and Strawn. B.A., 

(2007).“Technology, Pedagogy, 

and Transformation in Theologi-

cal Education: Five Case Studies”, 

Teaching Theology and Religion, 

2007, vol. 10 no. 2, pp 64–79. 

 

This review by Diane Hockridge 

on YouTube (I even produced a 

number of these myself). The 

handouts can be accessed both as 

html and pdf documents, and are 

based on my PowerPoint presen-

tations.  

In class I use the laptop and an 

lcd projector, displaying the wiki 

for each class and accessing the 

relevant internet resources, 

thanks to the new wireless net-

work that covers the entire col-

lege.  

Sometimes, the class conversa-

tions continue via chat comments 

I heard on the grapevine about 

some interesting things that have 

been going on with the use of 

technology in teaching at St An-

drew’s.  So I asked Doru Cous-

tache, to tell us about some of the 

approaches he has been trying 

out. 

Doru, can you tell us about 

how you've been incorporating 

technology into your class-

room teaching? 

Yes, I created a series of wikis, 

one for each of the units I teach 

either in class or in the independ-

ent mode. The wikis contain the 

respective course unit guides and 

various support materials. For 

instance, each topic to be ad-

dressed has a link to a handout 

and from the latter to biblio-

graphical lists and resources 

available online (primary and 

secondary texts).  

Some handouts also contain links 

to podcasts or relevant comments 

on the respective handouts or my 

Facebook page.  

For the students taking units in 

the independent mode, those 

enrolled in the intensives and 

research students, I set up a 

Skype account and we communi-

cate live when the need arises. 

What inspired you to use these 

technologies - are you a tech-

nology expert? 

Well, I am not a technology ex-

pert but I’ve been using com-

puters for a long time and found 

my way through the intricacies of 

the field. Although I have been 

using the lcd projector for my 

PowerPoint presentations for 

quite some time, the professional 

development days organised last 

year by the SCD prompted me to 

dare for more. It is both challeng-

ing and inspiring. 

> Continued, p.3 
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Spotlight on Teaching: Using technology to enhance face-face learning.  

An interview with Doru Coustache, St Andrews Greek Orthodox Theological College 

“all learning is 

distance 

learning.” 

 

Russell Haitch   
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How do you think this use of 

technology has enhanced the 

learning environment? 

It has shown the students the 

immense educational possibilities 

offered by the internet, both from 

the point of view of information 

and interaction. The use of wikis 

(with their chat utility) makes 

possible some very interesting 

discussions after class, which 

otherwise could not unfold given 

the limited time allocated to 

classes or even the shyness of 

some students. 

What kind of response have 

you had from your students? 

Mostly positive. They appreciate 

the variety of approaches, the 

dynamics of accessing various 

resources and the interactive 

aspect pertaining to the use of 

technology. 

Have you had  any difficulties 

with the technologies you have 

used? 

Not particularly. 

Perhaps there are some limita-

tions, such as the impossibility of 

uploading larger clips on You-

Tube.  And  frustrations, such as 

the advertising on the free wikis, 

but overall they are user-friendly 

and beneficial. 

What advice would you have 

for other teachers  who would 

like to try out some different 

approaches to their teaching? 

By all means, I encourage them to 

try.   Accessing various resources 

“live” during class can be a power-

ful approach.  I think the use of 

technologies creates a more inter-

esting and pleasant environment 

for both teaching and learning. 

You can see Doru’s ideas at: 

http://

worldofthefathers.wetpaint.com/ 

Or visit:  http://www.scribd.com/

KangaDoRoo.  

Spotlight on Teaching: Interview with Doru Coustache (cont’d from p.2) 

What’s happening in the SCD? 

Page 3 SCD distance & e-learning news    Vol. 1 Issue 5, June 2010  

Tel:(02) 9889 1969  

Fax: (02) 9889 2281 

Email: dianeh@scd.edu.au 

Post Office Box 1882 

Macquarie Centre  

NSW  2113 

Web: www.scd.edu.au 

 

Newsletter Contributions 

Contributions from all 

faculty and staff are 

encouraged.  The SCD 

distance and e-learning news 

will be a more useful 

resource with input from a 

broad range of faculty and 

staff. 

Send your contributions, 

comments and suggestions 

to Diane Hockridge, SCD 

Distance Education Officer 

at dianeh@scd.edu.au.   

Monthly deadline for 

contributions: first Friday of 

each month. Next deadline 

Friday 2 July. 

Newsletter is available 

online at the Coursework 

Sandpit Wiki. 

ACOM Launches Digital Ori-

entation Guide for Students 

Stephen Parker reports that a new 

digital orientation package has 

been prepared to introduce stu-

dents to ACOM. 

 

The package has been created as a 

PowerPoint show with hyperlinks 

to all the information new stu-

dents need, including advice 

about choosing and enrolling in  

new subjects, guidance on com-

pleting assignments, photos of 

staff and faculty and information 

on who to ask for assistance.  

 

“We hope that this new way of 

inducting students to ACOM will   

help students to settle in more 

quickly and feel comfortable with 

the study environment”, said 

Stephen. 

 

The complete package can be 

accessed on the Coursework 

Sandpit Wiki on the Distance & 

Online Learning Resources Page: 

  

 

New SCD Website on the way 

 

A new SCD website is being 

designed and should be up and 

running soon.  Stay posted for 

details…. 

 

As well as introducing technol-

ogy into face-face teaching, St 

Andrew’s is preparing to intro-

duce online learning in some of 

its subjects, hopefully in 2011. 
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